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The IB learner profile represents ten attributes valued by IB World Schools. We believe
these attributes, and others like them, can help individuals and groups become responsible
members of local, national and global communities (1B, 2013).
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The Islamic College of Melbourne will provide a positive learning environment where staff and
students work co-operatively to achieve their best and to develop a commitment to continuous
learning and effective participation within their wider community. We are committed to fostering
a community of learners, and to provide an academic curriculum that develops a broad knowledge
base, while promoting the skills of critical and creative thinking. We seek to do this within a
challenging and supportive Islamic environment which develops individuals as both independent
and collaborative learners.

The IB Diploma Curriculum Model

The curriculum is modelled by a circle with six academic areas surrounding the three core
requirements.

For more information on the IB Diploma Programme:
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/

For specific 1B Diploma subject information:
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Over the course of the two-year programme, students:
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There are two assessment tasks in the TOK course:
« The TOK exhibition

Assesses the ability of the student to show how TOK manifests in the world around us. The
exhibition is an internal assessment component; it is marked by the teacher and is
externally moderated by the IB.

» The TOK essay

Engages students in a more formal and sustained piece of writing in response to a title
focused on the areas of knowledge. The essay is an external assessment component; it is
marked by IB examiners. The essay must be a maximum of 1,600 words and must be on
one of the six prescribed titles issued by the IB for each examination session.

The exhibition is conducted at the end of year 11 and assesses the ability of the student to
apply TOK thinking to a real-life situation. The essay, submitted at the start of Term 3 of year
12, takes a more conceptual starting point.

Extended Essay (EE)

The extended essay of some 4,000 words offers the opportunity for IB students to investigate
I- (21010 27 3LISOM-E hy(SNSalr dzadzI-2 2yS 2F (KS aldzRSyia AIE 5t &dz6eS00a 1yR I-01jdzlyiia them with
the independent research and writing skills expected at university. It is intended to promote
high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity ¢ resulting in
approximately 40 hours of work. It provides students with an opportunity to engage in personal
research on a topic of their choice, under the guidance of a supervisor. This leads to a major
piece of formally presented, structured writing of no more than 4,000 words, in which ideas
and findings are communicated in a reasoned and coherent manner, appropriate to the subject.
It is recommended that students follow the completion of the written essay with a short,
concluding interview ¢ vice voce ¢ with the supervisor. In countries where normally interviews
are required prior to acceptance for employment or for a place at university, the extended
essay has proved to be a valuable stimulus for discussion. At ICOM, students and EE supervisors
collaborate through ManageBac to record data, research, analysis and reflections regarding the
EE process. These records allow supervisors to evaluate and guide student work on this crucial
Core task. The reflections then form part of the formal assessment by external IB Examiners.
The essay is begunin Term 3 of Year 11 and completed at the end of Term 2 of Year 12, following
a carefully-planned timeline to support the completion of each stage in development.

Organisation of the Extended Essay

The Extended Essay is limited to 4,000 words and should include an abstract, an
introduction, a development methodology, a conclusion, a bibliography, and any
necessary appendices.

Assessment

The Extended Essay is externally examined. Marks are awarded against a set of
published criteria (both general and subject-specific).

The final Extended Essay grade and the final TOK grade are entered into the Diploma

points matrix (see below) to award a possible maximum of three extra points, which

will fail the Diploma.
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TOK/EE
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implies attending regularly and accepting a share of the responsibility for
dealing with problems that arise in the course of activities;

engaged with issues of global importance: students may be involved in
international projects but there are many global issues that can be acted upon
locally or nationally (for example, environmental concerns, caring for the
elderly);

considered the ethical implications of their actions: ethical
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Approaches to Learning

Approaches to Learning

Critical Thinking ¢ using reasoning and criteria to conceptualize, evaluate or synthesize ideas
Problem Solving ¢ selecting strategies and resources to move from what is known to what is sought.
Managing Information ¢ organizing and using information for specific purposes
Creativity and Innovation - generating and applying ideas to create something of value
Communication ¢ Sharing ideas through oral, written or non-verbal media.
Collaboration ¢ working with others to achieve a common goal
Personal Growth and Well-being - managing emotional, intellectual, physical and social aspects of
learning.
Learning behaviours and attitudes ¢ a shared understanding of classroom expectations and striving
for highest standards.

Each ATL is assessed according to the following Level of performance:

Level of Performance
Exemplary Proficient Established Emerging Beginning

The following academic standards are used to assess the level of
student suitability for the IB Diploma.

Year 10 students wishing to enter into the Diploma program must meet the following year 11
entrance requirements:

1. The student must be at the level of competency of “Established or above” in each
of the ATLs in each subject in Year 10.

2. Semester examination results are at 75% or above
The minimum achievement levels, must be maintained in Semester 2.
Entry into Year 11 is subject to approval by the College.

Year 11 Diploma students must meet the following year 12 entrance requirements:

The student must be at the level of Established or above” in each of the ATLs in
each of their IB DP subject in Year 11.
Semester examination results are at 75% or above
IB Subject Grades
o0 Thereisano grade 1 awarded in a subject/level.
0 Grade 2 has not been awarded three or more times
o]
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The VTAC website - www.vtac.vic.edu.au allows students to carry out course research and
to ensure that the study program they wish to select meets the required prerequisites for
future tertiary study. For some courses the VTAC website also gives students an indication
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The Award of the IB Diploma

To be a successful IB Diploma student, it is necessary to be punctual both to classes and
to school, to have an excellent attendance record, and to complete work on time and to
an appropriate standard. In all courses, students must complete mandatory coursework
assignments; typically this coursework amounts to 25% of the final grade for each course,
although in some cases it may be higher or lower. The key to doing this work to an
acceptable standard is organisation, and the importance of keeping to internal deadlines
cannot be stressed enough.

There is a maximum of seven points available for each of the six
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IB Language Programmes

ICOM offers language programmes for mother-tongue or native speakers or neargnative speakers
(language A), for those still acquiring the language (language B), and for beginners (Ab initio).
Language A and B courses are available at higher and standard levels.

Examination Results

Examination results are available in Early January following the November IB Examination
Session. If requested by the student, results are made available to universities either in
electronic format or as a transcript of grades, as appropriate. The results indicate the grade a
candidate has been awarded for each subject, including the additional Diploma requirements
of Theory of Knowledge and the ExtendedEssay. The results also indicate the completion of
Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) and total number of points for the Diploma, if a Diploma has
been
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GROUP 1: STUDIES IN LANGUAGES & LITERATURE
LANGUAGE A: LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE (ENGLISH)

In this course, students study a wide range of literary and non-literary texts in a variety of
media. By examining communicative acts across literary form and textual type alongside
appropriate secondary readings, students will investigate the nature of language itself and
the ways in which it shapes and is influenced by identity and culture. Approaches to study in
the course are meant to be wide ranging and can include literary theory, sociolinguistics,
media studies and critical discourse analysis among others.

Readers, writers and texts

Non-literary texts are chosen from a variety of sources and media to represent as wide a
range of text types as possible, and literary works are chosen from a variety of literary forms.
The study of the non-literary texts and literary works focuses on the nature of language and
communication and the nature of literature and its study. This study includes the
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Assessment SL
External assessment (3 hours) 70%
Paper 1: Guided textual analysis (1 hour 15 minutes) 35%

The paper consists of two non-literary passages, from two different text types, each
accompanied by a question. Students choose one passage and write an analysis of it.
(20 marks)

Paper 2: Comparative essay (1 hour 45 minutes) 35%
The paper consists of four general questions. In response to one question students write a
comparative essay based on two literary works studied in the course. (30 marks)

Internal assessment

This component consists of an individual oral which is internally assessed by the teacher
and
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GROUP 2: LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
LANGUAGE B - ARABICB

Language B (HL or SL) is an additional language learning course designed for students with
some previous learning of that language. The foci of these courses are language acquisition,
intercultural understanding, and development of language skills. These language skills should
be developed through the study and use of a range of written and spoken material. Such
material will extend from everyday oral exchanges to literary texts, and are related to the
culture(s) concerned.

The coreTwith topics common to both levelsTis divided into three areas and is a required area
of study:

« communication and media;
« global issues;
- social relationships.

In addition, at both SL and HL, teachers select two from the following five options.

« cultural diversity;

« customs and traditions;
« health;

« leisure;

= science and technology.

Assessment SL

Internal assessment 25%

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the
end of the course.

Individual oral assessment

A conversation with the teacher, based on a visual stimulus, followed by discussion based on
an additional theme. (30 marks)

External assessment 75%

« Paper 1 (1 hour 15 minutes)

Productive skillsttwriting (30 marks)
One writing task of 250¢400 words from a choice of three, each from a different theme,
choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination instructions.

» Paper 2 (1 hour 45 minutes)

Receptive skillsTseparate sections for listening and reading (65 marks)

Listening comprehension (45 minutes)

Reading comprehension (1 hour) (40 marks) Comprehension exercises on three audio passages
and three written texts, drawn from all five themes.

Assessment HL

Internal assessment 25%

This component is internally assessed by the teacher and externally moderated by the IB at the
end of the course.

Individual oral assessment

A conversation with the teacher, based on an extract from one of the literary works studied in
class, followed by discussion based on one or more of the themes from the syllabus.

(30 marks)
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One writing task of 450¢600 words from a choice of three, each from a different theme,
choosing a text type from among those listed in the examination instructions.

Paper 2 (2 hours)

Receptive skillstTseparate sections for listening and reading (65 marks)

Listening comprehension (1 hour) (25

30


https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-ab-initio-2018-en.pdf

International Baccalaureate Diploma Handbook

GROUP 3: INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT (SL/HL)

The business management course is designed to meet the current and future needs of students who
want to develop their knowledge of business content, concepts and tools to assist with business decision-
making. Future employees, business leaders, entrepreneurs or social entrepreneurs need to be confident,
creative and compassionate as change agents for business in an increasingly interconnected global
marketplace. The business management course is designed to encourage the development of these
attributes.

Through the exploration of four interdisciplinary concepts: creativity, change, ethics and
sustainability, this course empowers students to explore these concepts from a business perspective.
Business management focuses on business functions, management processes and decision-making in
contemporary contexts of strategic uncertainty.

Students examine how business decisions are
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Within these conceptual areas, students undertake a study of five different units of work
Unitl: Introduction to Business Management
Unit 2: Human resource managementUnit

Unit 3: Finance and accounts
Unit 4: Marketing
Unit 5: Operations Management

Unit 1: Introduction to business management
What is a business?
Types of business entities
Business objectives
Stakeholders
Growth and evolution
Multinational companies (MNCs)
Unit 2: Human resource management
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GLOBAL POLITICS (SL/HL)

The global politics course explores fundamental political concepts such as power, equality,
sustainability, and peace in a range of contexts and at a variety of levels.

It allows students to develop an understanding of the local, national, international and global
dimensions of political activity, as well as allowing them the opportunity to explore political issues
affecting their own lives.

Global politics draws on a variety of disciplines in the social sciences and humanities. It helps students
to understand abstract political concepts by grounding them in real world examples and case studies,
and also invites comparison between such examples and case studies to ensure a transnational
perspective.

Developing international mindedness and an awareness of multiple perspectives is at the heart of this
course. It encourages dialogue and debate, nurturing the capacity to interpret competing and
contestable claims.

The Global Politics syllabus requires the study four main units:

Understanding power and global politics

Human rights and justice

Development and sustainability

Peace and conflict
For Higher Level students, they will also conduct an independent research case study
connecting to the following areas:

Borders

Environment

Equality

Health

Identity

Poverty

Security

Technology
All students will develop a project focused on analysing power and agency in a local
context through direct experience.
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GLOBAL POLITICS COURSE OVERVIEW

Time Allocation * 150 hours of study ® 240 hours of study
* Three lessons per week ® Four lessons per week

35


https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/global-politics/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/global-politics/

International Baccalaureate Diploma Handbook

PSYCHOLOGY
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Time ® 150 hours of study
Allocation
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Biology, Chemistry, Physics: Assessment Overview

Examinations - short answer, data based questions, case study and structured essay questions
Internal Assessment (Practical work, experimental investigations)

All subjects are assessed through three written examination papers in addition to the
presentation of laboratory reports prepared over the two-year course. All students
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BIOLOGY

Through both higher level and standard level Biology, students examine scientific knowledge
claims in a real-world context, fostering an ongoing interest and curiosity in their living world.
Biology empowers students to make sense of living systems through unifying themes. These
themes are encapsulated in the four core strands of DP Biology:

Recommended teaching hours

O L R T SRS TR
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Continuity and change 34 60
¢ DNAreplication

¢ Protein synthesis

¢ Mutations and gene editing
¢ Celland nuclear division

¢  Geneexpression *

*  Water potential

*  Reproduction

* Inheritance

¢ Homeostasis

*  Natural selection

¢ Sustainability and change

¢ Climate change

Experimental programme 40 60

Practical work 20 40

Collaborative sciences project Scientific 10 10

investigation 10 10
Assessment

Time T ¢

Type of Format of assessment (o) finef':lllgg rt:c]igeo
 assessment ...

External 3 4.5 80

Paper 1 Paper 1A: Multiple-choice questions 15 2 36

Paper 1B: Data-based questions (four questions
thatare syllabus related, addressing all

themes)
Paper 2 Data-based and short-answer questions 15 25 44
Extended-response questions
Internal 10 20
Scientific The scientific investigation is an open- 10 20
investigation ended task in which the student gathers and

analyses data in order to answer their own
formulated research question.

The outcome of the scientific investigation will
be assessed through the form of a written
report. The maximum overall word count for
thereportis 3,000 words.

For more information:
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PHYSICS

Students of DP Physics attempt to understand the natural world around them; from unpacking
the nature of the atom to finding patterns in the structure of the universe. Students of Physics
interrogate the propagation of the universe and the nature of time. Throughout their time in
Physics, students explore the following domains: Higher level Physics is relevant to university
courses in physics, engineering or electronics, and would be useful to anyone wishing to study
Mathematics or Science at a higher level. It encourages the student to think in a logical,
consistent and mathematical way. IB higher level Mathematics is extremely useful, although
not essential, for this course. The topics covered are:

Recommended teaching hours

Syllabus component
Syllabus content 110 180 ‘

A Space, time and motion

Al Kinematics e

A2 Forcesand momentum e
A3 Work, energy and power e
A4 Rigid body mechanics eee
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Practical work 20 40
Collaborative sciences project Scientific investigation 10 10
10 10

Assessment:

Time (hours)

Weighting of
Type of Format of assessment final
assessment

For more information: https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-
structure/recognition/pdfs/dp sciences physics subject-brief jan 2022 e.pdf

45


https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_physics_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/new-structure/recognition/pdfs/dp_sciences_physics_subject-brief_jan_2022_e.pdf




International Baccalaureate Diploma Handbook

Entry Requirements

Students should achieve at least 60% in Y10 Students should achieve at
Advanced Mathematics or 75% in Year 10 Higher
Maths
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VISUAL ARTS COURSE

Theoretical |Students examine and Students look at different Students explore ways of
practice compare the work of techniques for making art. ,communicating through
artists from different Students investigate and  visual and written means.
cultural contexts. compare how and why Students make artistic
Studentsconsider the different techniques have [choices about how to
contexts influencing evolved and theprocesses |most effectively
their own workand the involved. communicate knowledge
work of others. and understanding.
Art-making Students make art Students experiment with |Students produce a bodyof
practice through a process of diversemedia and explore jartwork through a process
investigation, thinking techniques for making art. |of reflection and
critically and Students develop concepts levaluation, showing a
experimenting with through processes thatare [synthesis of skill, media
techniques. Students informed by skills, and concept.
applyidentified techniquesand media.
techniques to their own
developing work.
Curatorial ~ Students develop an Students evaluate how
practice informed response to their ongoing work

experiences, work and

communicatesmeaning and

exhibitions they have purpose.
seen. Students begin to Students cqgsider the
formulatepersonal nature of GSEKIGII2YE

intentions for creating
and displaying their own
artworks.
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IB DP COURSEWORK DEADLINES

All assignments are due by the ICOM submission dates set out below. Please note that final
deadlines (day/month) will be confirmed closer to the date by the subject teachers and
communicated to the students and parents through ManageBac. It is the aldzRSytla
responsibility to ensure that he/she makes a careful note of the due date for each
assignmentTfor written work and oral presentationsand presents this work on time.

IB Diploma deadlines and interim submission dates are placed on ManageBac and are posted
in the IB Homerooms and are communicated to the parents on the ICOM website and
newsletter. The school will not accept that a student has not been informed of IB coursework
deadlines.

Students who anticipate having difficulty meeting a deadline must see the teacher well before
the due date to discuss strategies which will allow them to meet their commitments. Students
with an absence for the day that an assignment was due must hand in the assignment by email
where possible, or on their return. They are also responsible for finding out what new
assignments there may be and when they are due.

Failure to meet a coursework deadline will result in a review of their IB enrolment by the 1B DP
Coordinator

COURSEWORK DEADLINE (IN YEAR 2)

English language & literature written task May
Second language written tasks (B) May
Second Language oral presentation (ab)

May
Business Management IA June
Psychology 1A June
Global Politics IA June
Science 1A August
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ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY

ICOM is committed to academic honesty and will ensure that all students in the 1B Diploma
Programme are aware of what this entails. While we trust that all students enrolled in the
school will submit work of their own that is appropriately referenced, we feel that it is
necessary to give guidelines as to what
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